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HELPING ANIMALS: Dr. Rebecca Vollrath
“I remember telling my third grade
teacher that I wanted to be a veterinarian when I grew up and never changed my mind,” tells Dr. Rebecca Vollrath, DVM CVA. Her love
of animals pushed her into the
field, but the versatility of the career captured her. Now working as
a veterinarian at the Copper Country Veterinary Clinic, Dr. Vollrath is
able to walk into new challenges
every day at work.

high school she was offered
a job to be an assistant at
the clinic. She worked there
through her years at Michigan Tech and after completing her medical schooling, she was hired as a veterinarian. She says, “I feel my
CTE class was an important
first step into my journey of
becoming a veterinarian.”

Dr. Vollrath took part in the Health
Careers program during her senior
year of high school. She went into
the class knowing what she wanted to do once she was out of
school. Health Careers gave her
access to shadow at the Copper
Country Veterinary Clinic. She
spent her clinical time in the local
veterinarian offices observing
different surgeries and medical
procedures. These experiences
helped her get established in the
industry.

Dr. Vollrath attended Michigan
Technological University because
of the high acceptance rate into
medical professions. Since it was
local, she could also continue
working at the Copper Country
Veterinary Clinic. After completing
her time at Michigan Technological
University, she chose to attend
Michigan State University for a
more focused veterinary school.
Dr. Vollrath had always wanted to
go to a great veterinary school,
and her past experiences helped to
secure the deal.

Being able to shadow at the Copper Country Veterinary Clinic during her clinical rotations proved to
be worth it to Dr. Vollrath. After

CTE classes give people an opportunity to explore the careers they
are interested in before making a
decision of what to do for the rest

“Because of CTE, I learned the personal skills
necessary to help me in my career as a Nurse
Practitioner. I cannot say enough about how
the class affected my ability to form
relationships with people.”
-Leanna Miller, Nurse Practitioner,
Baraga County Memorial Hospital

“Because of CTE, when I took on a new job, I
felt I had a foundation to build from. I had
confidence going in to many jobs and
interviews, because I applied what I had
learned from my CTE class.”
-Kyle Pihlaja, Graphic Designer,
Horner Flooring

“Because of CTE, I developed a strong work
ethic, which helped me to further my
education and advance me for my life
long career.”
-Tom Hicks, Technician,
Copper Country Ford

“Because of CTE, I gained the confidence and
basic skills to be able to continue with my
education in college and pursue a career in
the medical field.”
-Tayler Quarless, Exercise Physiologist,
Portage Hospital

of their lives. The teachers do their
best to help you find careers that
you’re interested in. Whether it’s a
medical, social, or mechanical profession, the CTE teaches you the
skills needed in said professions.
The teachers and mentors are very
encouraging, taking the time to
explain any questions you have.

Dr. Vollrath’s gratitude toward her
teacher was very visible when she
stated, “Mrs. Pelli was a constant
source of encouragement
that motivated me to
keep going and working
hard toward my dream.”
Although Dr. Vollrath already knew her future
profession and the colleges she wanted to attend,
she says the CTE class improved
her confidence as well, as she
competed in the annual HOSA
competition, even making it to the
national level. “The confidence I
received during the course has improved my communication skills
with clients even now as a veterinarian.”

The Community Says…….
“Enhancing precollege students’ access to relevant CTE programs will clearly benefit students. Enhanced access will also increase the number of students who are prepared to
become Michigan’s high-tech workforce in the future.”
Jacqueline Huntoon, Provost & VP for Academic Affairs, Michigan Tech University
“Comprehensive CTE opportunities benefit not only students but industries that rely on
skilled trades. CCISD’s programs should be expanded to level the playing field for education
and economic growth across the Western U.P.”
Jerald (Jerry) Wuorenmaa, Executive Director,
Western U.P. Planning & Development Region (WUPPDR)
“We need to help our children get ready for the 21st century economy. For some, that will
mean preparing them for a traditional four year degree path. For others, a career in agriculture, manufacturing, or skilled trades is their ticket to a prosperous, stable future. We
can grow our local economy by providing our children with a strong CTE curriculum that
prepares them to enter the workforce after high school.”
Scott Dianda, State Representative, Michigan’s 110th House District
“As the Director of Nursing at Houghton County MCF, I feel the Health Careers and Certified
Nursing Assistant programs offered by the ISD are crucial for the area. We hire many students who have completed these programs. There is a very high demand for CNA’s in our
area.”
Angela Bates, Director of Nursing, Houghton County Medical Care Facility

Constituent Local School Districts in the
Copper Country ISD:
Adams Township School District
Arvon Township School District
Baraga Area Schools
Public Schools of Calumet, Laurium &
Keweenaw
Chassell Township Schools
Dollar Bay-Tamarack City Area Schools
Elm River Township School
Grant Township School District #2
Hancock Public Schools
Houghton-Portage Township School District
Lake Linden-Hubbell Public Schools
L’Anse Area Schools
Stanton Township Public Schools

