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FORGING A FUTURE: Carl Olson
Carl Olson, a senior at Chassell Township Schools, had known college wasn’t for him. He wanted to go into the
trades. He had an idea which ones he
would be interested in, but the specific trade was something he had to
zero in on.
Mechanic work, welding, and machining are the things that interested Carl
from a young age. Using his hands to
make and fix things was something
he enjoyed. Starting his junior year at
Chassell, Carl took advantage of an
opportunity to learn machining
through the CCISD and L’Anse Area
Schools.
The two-year machining program
spends the first year learning machining and the second year at a local machine shop getting on-the-job experience in this trade. Due to the experience gained during this class Carl was
offered a full-time job to start after
graduation.
To gain more experience and explore
his options, Carl also chose to take
the Auto Tech class in Hancock,
where the automotive trade is explored. The machining class was in
the morning in L’Anse and Auto Tech
was in Hancock in the afternoon. He
commuted from Chassell to L’Anse,

back to Chassell to take general
education classes, then traveled to
Hancock to end his day with Auto
Tech. All of this was worth the experience and knowledge he gained
from the courses.
Carl believes that on-the-job training was the most beneficial learning for him. This hands on training
is what is taught in CTE classes,
such as Machining or Auto Tech.
Whether one is pursuing a career or
finding a hobby, Carl recommends
CTE classes for any high school student. The classes he took opened a
variety of doors for him. He says,
“Being a CTE student allowed me to
meet many people, create potential
jobs, and build many ‘bridges’.” Fortunately for Carl, he has been offered
a full-time position right outside of
high school working for L’Anse Manufacturing.
The president of L’Anse Manufacturing, Mark Massicotte, was happy with
the machining program offered
through the L’Anse Schools.
“When we speak about CTE, it is very
encouraging when the results of the
community efforts are seen firsthand. At L’Anse Manufacturing we

“Because of CTE, I learned personal skills
necessary to help me in my career as a Nurse
Practitioner. I cannot say enough about how
the class affected my ability to form
relationships with people.”
-Leanna Miller, Nurse Practitioner,
Baraga County Memorial Hospital

“Because of CTE, I learned the necessary
skills to get a good job here in the Copper
Country, in which I make a decent living and
have a job that is challenging
and rewarding.”
-David Narhi, Technician,
Copper Country Ford

“Because of CTE, I developed a strong work
ethic, which helped me to further my education and advance me for my life long career.”
-Tom Hicks, Technician,
Copper Country Ford

“Because of CTE, I grew to like the challenge
that every project brought and I learned
something new during each project. I always
felt as though I was adding
a new skill each time.”
-Paul Roose, Owner, Metal Matic, LLC

have had the privilege of observing a
second year Machining Program student embrace the program where his
efforts allow him to define his future.”
If one works hard and is dedicated to
the program, companies notice. Those are
the workers they
want in their shops.
“The CTE programs
bring forward opportunities that are difficult to measure; Carl
Olson’s participation
at L’Anse Manufacturing is an example
of those benefits. His
individual efforts and
energy toward the
program have been
exemplary and I wish
him well as he begins

his career as a manufacturing professional,” Mr. Massicotte says.
Often students are
pushed into thinking
about college preparation at a
young
age. The
reality is, not everyone is
meant to go to college.
For those with interests
elsewhere, CTE classes
give them a good look at
the different careers
available to go into and
can even give them a
jumpstart on their career. Most importantly, a
CTE class will help to find
a career to personally fit
one’s interests and what
they enjoy doing.

The Community Says…….
“A common theme continues to come up in conversations with business: the need for
skilled trades workers. CTE programs are vital to economic development efforts in our region and to helping our young people find good jobs. CTE is a win for students and their
communities.”
Bob La Fave, Manager, Village of L’Anse
“We need to help our children get ready for the 21st century economy. For some, that will
mean preparing them for a traditional four year degree path. For others, a career in agriculture, manufacturing or skilled trades is their ticket to a prosperous, stable future. We
can grow our local economy by providing our children with a strong CTE curriculum that
prepares them to enter the workforce after high school.”
Scott Dianda, State Representative, Michigan’s 110th House District
“It is my belief that robust CTE programming not only addresses local needs for both students and employers alike, but also makes a critical investment that stays local—our children, children who are career ready to enter the workforce.”
Tom Casperson, State Senator, District 38
“CTE programs provide the best trained labor forces, because they respond to local needs
and are an investment that stays local; more importantly, they have made a real difference
in the lives of students.”
Kipp Beaudoin, Principal, Hancock High School

Constituent Local School Districts in the
Copper Country ISD:
Adams Township School District
Arvon Township School District
Baraga Area Schools
Public Schools of Calumet, Laurium &
Keweenaw
Chassell Township Schools
Dollar Bay-Tamarack City Area Schools
Elm River Township School
Grant Township School District #2
Hancock Public Schools
Houghton-Portage Township School District
Lake Linden-Hubbell Public Schools
L’Anse Area Schools
Stanton Township Public Schools

