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ON THE ROAD: CC Ford Auto Technicians
Tom Hicks

For David Narhi and Tom Hicks,
the Auto Tech class offered at the
CCISD was the first building block
toward a lifelong career as automotive technicians at Copper
Country Ford. They gained necessary knowledge and experience
from taking their CTE class during
their final two years of high
school.
Tom, who always wanted to be an
auto technician, got the opportunity to job shadow during his
senior year of high school. He
says, “That was a very good experience for me. I learned a lot from
that experience.” Through a job
work program, he landed a job
even before he graduated. “The
more you apply yourself, the more
it helps you in the future. As an
Auto Tech student, I learned not
to take things for granted.”
David says he is very grateful to
have had the opportunity to
attend the Auto Tech program.
“Being in the Auto Tech class
showed me that if I became
knowledgeable enough in the automotive repair industry, I could

make a decent living and
have a job that is secure
and steady.” People will always need their cars fixed,
so the career can’t really go
away.
The Auto Tech program and
programs like it give students a hands-on oriented
learning experience. This is
an amazing opportunity if a student has interest in the area the
class covers. These classes give
useful information and a deeper
look into the field, so students can
see if that’s actually something
they want to go into. If it is interesting to them, they can decide
whether to pursue further education in the subject in college or a
trade school, or find an entry level
position in the trade.
“Overall I highly enjoyed the class.
I was always a hands on learner,
and in the class that’s mostly
what it is. It definitely helped to
further my education and advance me for my lifelong career,”
says Tom. David feels much the
same way, “I had a great overall

David Narhi

“Because of CTE, I gained the confidence and
basic skills to be able to continue with my
education in college and pursue a career in
the medical field.”
-Tayler Quarless, Exercise Physiologist,
U.P. Health System-Portage

“Because of CTE, I was given clinical
experiences in high school that were
instrumental in getting a job in my field as an
assistant prior to veterinary school, which
gave me the necessary experience to improve
my application to veterinary school.”
-Dr. Rebecca Vollrath, Veterinarian,
Copper Country Veterinary Clinic

“Because of CTE, I grew to like the challenge
that every project brought and I learned
something new during each project. I always
felt as though I was adding a new skill
each time.”
-Paul Roose, Owner, Metal Matic, LLC

“Because of CTE, I received on-the-job
training which was the most beneficial
learning for me. It allowed me to meet many
people, create potential jobs, and build many
‘bridges.’ I accepted a full-time job at L’Anse
Manufacturing to start
right after graduation.”
-Carl Olson, 2017 Graduate,
Machinist, L’Anse Manufacturing

experience attending Auto Tech.
It’s a great opportunity to take advantage of while still in high
school. It was a well-kept facility, it
had an adequate amount of shop
equipment and tools for the class.
The instruction was educational,
relevant, and up to date, presented in a manner for all students to
grasp the information and have it

be useful.”
The CTE programs offered by the
CCISD are a great
way to get started on a career.
They give the
knowledge and
insight for one to
embark on a solid occupation. In
many instances, people have been
offered jobs before they
even graduated from high
school. Other times, people
choose to go for more education on the subject. Whatever path a student chooses,
a CTE course is a good
starting point to find some
kind of trade they are interested in and turn it into a
successful lifelong career.

The Community Says…….
“While the Copper Country has a proud tradition of educating and preparing our high school students
for college degree programs, we have clearly underinvested in preparing our students who do not
seek higher education. The answer, invest more in career and technical education at the high school
level to prepare these students for entrance to the local work force upon high school graduation.”
Glenn Anderson, Hancock City Manager
“Strong CTE curriculum and program options help provide local employers with the talent they need
to compete in a global marketplace. As Michigan Works! Connects with the business community
throughout the U.P., we see that our employers need workers now and in the future with skills that
are provided through robust CTE drivers. Having these opportunities available helps the region build
the worker pipeline of the future for employers, and helps residents find good family sustaining jobs.”
Cherilynn Lampinen, UPWARD Talent Council, Michigan Works!
“I talk to businesses all around the area, and I always ask them what the biggest challenge they face
is. The most common answer is, “Finding employees with the skill set that I need.” And they aren’t
looking for someone with a four year degree; they want an employee with technical skills that can be
immediately put to use. I think more CTE will help address a major issue that holds back our economy.”
Brian Donnelly, Market Manager, River Valley Bank
“For the economy of the Keweenaw Peninsula to thrive, our businesses must have access to a workforce with a diverse array of skills and abilities. While college degrees are important for some jobs,
most require a technical education. A robust CTE program can meet this demand.”
Jeff Ratcliffe, Executive Director, Keweenaw Economic Development Alliance

Constituent Local School Districts in the
Copper Country ISD:
Adams Township School District
Arvon Township School District
Baraga Area Schools
Public Schools of Calumet, Laurium &
Keweenaw
Chassell Township Schools
Dollar Bay-Tamarack City Area Schools
Elm River Township School
Grant Township School District #2
Hancock Public Schools
Houghton-Portage Township School District
Lake Linden-Hubbell Public Schools
L’Anse Area Schools
Stanton Township Public Schools

