
 

 

 
 

“Because of CTE, I received the on-the-job 
training which was the most beneficial   

learning to me.  It allowed me to meet many 
people, create potential jobs, and build 

many ‘bridges.’  I accepted a full-time job at 
L’Anse Manufacturing to start right after 

graduation.” 

-Carl Olson, 2017 Graduate,  
Machinist, L’Anse Manufacturing 

 
 
 

“Because of CTE, I learned personal skills 
necessary to help me in my career as a Nurse 
Practitioner.  I cannot say enough about how 

the class affected my ability to form         
relationships with people.” 

-Leanna Miller, Nurse Practitioner,  
Baraga County Memorial Hospital 

 
 
 

 
“Because of CTE, I learned the necessary 

skills to get a good job here in the Copper 
Country, in which I make a decent living and 

have a job that is challenging  
and rewarding.” 

-David Narhi, Technician,  
Copper Country Ford 

 
 
 

 
“Because of CTE, I developed a strong work 

ethic, which helped me to further my       
education and advance me for  

my life long career.” 
-Tom Hicks, Technician, 

Copper Country Ford 

“I wanted to have a skill that I 

could do many different things 

with throughout my career and 

life. I wanted to make sure that I 

could build from those skills and 

possibly move into different sec-

tors of the field,” Paul Roose, 

owner of Metal Matic, explains.  

 

Starting his career with a CTE class 

that focused on welding and ma-

chining, Paul built on that to be-

come successful.  

 

Growing up on a farm, Paul’s fa-

ther showed him important skills 

including welding, but he had no 

idea he could turn it into his ca-

reer path. After determining that 

welding could be the career path 

he wanted to take, Paul says the 

CTE course he took in high school 

solidified it for him. The challenge 

that every project brought during 

the class was enjoyable and made 

him feel like he was always learn-

ing something new.  

 

“My instructor was a huge part of 

why I decided to make welding 

and fabricating my career.” Paul 

speaks highly of his instructor 

FORGING A FUTURE:   Paul Roose 

 

SUCCESS    

from the CTE course and says he 

taught him to see his own poten-

tial and the potential of the career 

of welding.  

 

Between his junior and senior year 

of high school, Paul needed on-the

-job training, which led him to be 

hired at a company for the sum-

mer, where he was able to put to-

gether all of the skills he had 

learned and apply them in the real 

world. The company builds bridge 

structures, and Paul was part of 

the building process. He said he 

was an integral part of building 

something he and many other 

people use every day without even 

realizing it.  Paul was later hired 

full-time at this company after 

graduation. 

 

Paul would highly recommend CTE 

courses to all high school students. 

“My advice would be that if you 

were unsure of what to do after 

high school, gain a skill/trade. The 

CTE courses can lead you to a life-

time career or something to build 

on.” He says taking a CTE course 

can be extremely helpful to your 

future, but it doesn’t mean you 
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have to stick to that career path. 

Even just learning the skill is worth 

it. 

 

Being hired immediately after 

graduation, Paul did not move on 

to college simply because he felt 

that he didn’t need to. Six months 

after working with his first compa-

ny after graduation, he moved on 

to a bigger company with higher 

pay. He continued working for 15 

years while acquiring the certifica-

tions he needed to eventually start 

a business of his own.  

“A common theme continues to come up in conversations with business:  the need for 
skilled trades workers.  CTE programs are vital to economic development efforts in our re-
gion and to helping our young people find good jobs.  CTE is a win for students and their 
communities.” 

Bob La Fave, Manager, Village of L’Anse 
 

“CTE programs have a substantial impact on the entire community they serve.  The oppor-
tunity to experiment at the hands-on level can provide insight for the participants and, at 
the same time, align the expectations of prospective employers.  This is a starting point for 
building careers, not just filling skilled jobs.” 

Mark Massicotte, Owner, L’Anse Manufacturing 
 

“We need to do a better job of ensuring our children are career ready.  Career Technical 
Education is a profound part of that mission.  There is no question that there are careers at 
the ready, as employers across the U.P. repeatedly tell me that they are in real need of indi-
viduals with technical skills and ability.” 

Tom Casperson, State Senator, District 38 
 

“For the economy of the Keweenaw Peninsula to thrive, our businesses must have access to 
a workforce with a diverse array of skills and abilities.  While college degrees are important 
for some jobs, most require a technical education.  A robust CTE program can meet this 
demand.” 

Jeff Ratcliffe, Executive Director, Keweenaw Economic Development Alliance 

The Community Says……. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Constituent Local School Districts in the  

Copper Country ISD: 
 

Adams Township  School District 
Arvon Township School District 

Baraga Area Schools 
Public Schools of Calumet, Laurium & 

Keweenaw 
Chassell Township Schools 

Dollar Bay-Tamarack City Area Schools 
Elm River Township School 

Grant Township School District #2 
Hancock Public Schools 

Houghton-Portage Township School District 
Lake Linden-Hubbell Public Schools 

L’Anse Area Schools 
Stanton Township Public Schools 

 

 

 


