
Ladders to Literacy
Integrity Checklist

Teachers Name _______________________________  Date ___________
Observer’s Name _____________________________
Focus of lesson:

□ Print Awareness

□ Phonological Awareness

□ Oral Language

	Teacher Behavior
	Yes
	No
	DNA
	Other Comments     

	Open-Ended Questioning

	The teacher asks questions that encourage 
the children to elaborate on their own 
ideas and communicate them to others.
	
	
	
	           

	The teacher helps the children go beyond 
the immediate context, generalize to 
novel situations, predict and plan future 
events, propose alternatives, hypothesize 
about possibilities, and anticipate eventual 
difficulties.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher helps the children provide 

explanations and explain causes.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher helps the children relate a 

new or strange situation to something 

the child may have experienced directly.
	
	
	
	

	Providing Feedback

	The teacher offers simple verbal and nonverbal encouragements and praise on an ongoing basis.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher encourages the children to check results of their actions and to judge the appropriateness of those actions.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher helps the children describe aloud what they are doing or thinking to encourage awareness of the processes involved in solving problems. 
	
	
	
	

	The teacher encourages the children to provide reasons for their ideas and actions.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher offers interpretations and explains underlying meanings to help children complete tasks, reach a solution, or understand reasons for success/failure of actions.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher acknowledges children’s actions and statements by making appropriate comments or verbally describing the children’s actions.

	
	
	
	

	Cognitive Structuring

	The teacher makes explicit underlying rules and helps the children notice relationships (cause and effect, similarities and differences) between events and characteristics of objects.
	
	
	
	

	The teachers helps the children find a starting point or continue an action or narrative in a correct sequence.
	
	
	
	

	The teachers helps the children recognize inconsistencies and contradictions between events, actions, and facts.
	
	
	
	

	Holding in Memory

	The teacher reminds the children of the activity’s purpose and of the behaviors expected.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher summarizes events ands actions and offers important information to help the children complete a task.
	
	
	
	

	Task Regulation

	The teacher modifies aspects of the task to match closer the interests of the children, relate the task to the children’s experience, or make the task more familiar by using familiar materials or teaching tasks in a familiar setting or routine.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher modifies a situation by decreasing the level of symbolic representation and memory demands, for example, by providing visual or other non-linguistic cues.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher changes the arrangement of materials to help the children complete the task or solve the problem.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher simplifies the task by reducing the number of choices.
	
	
	
	

	Instructing

	The teacher models problem-solving strategies and oral and written communication by demonstrating or pairing children with more experienced peers so that the child learns through observation and collaboration.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher proposes appropriate tools or strategies to facilitate the children’s performance, verbally describes how to perform a task, or draws the children’s attention to relevant aspects of the situation.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher directs the children to a specific action or response by asking questions.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher directly requests a specific action or verbalization.
	
	
	
	

	The teacher encourages the children to accompany the teacher in performing an action.
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